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the original enactment of the Child Care and
Development Block Grant—programs that
have made an enormous difference for Amer-
ica’s poorest families.

Her work with the Child Welfare League of
America as Director of Public Policy also
proved vital for the well-being of America’s
children and families. And her 8 years with the
Clinton Administration allowed Mary to play a
central and critical role in the many federal
policies that affect children.

Her untimely death is a tragedy. Her col-
leagues will miss her and her family and clos-
est friends will mourn her loss. To them, | ex-
tend my profound condolences and empathy.
But in honor of Mary, let not one of us ever
forget the meaning of her life’s work. Mary
Bourdette believed that every child and family,
no matter how poor or meager their existence,
deserved the chance to live a better life. She
was a model for those who wish to dedicate
themselves to improving the lives of others.
And for that | am grateful. Our nation is in-
debted to her for what she believed in and
what she tried so hard to accomplish.

TRIBUTE TO NANCY KERR
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, Nancy Kerr, the
founder of the first hospice program in Ten-
nessee, was killed in a tragic accident on May
1.

| knew Nancy Kerr for a big part of my life.
She was a staunch conservative and a strong
supporter of both my late father and me.

She did not just talk about compassionate
conservatism; she lived it.

She comforted more than 500 patients as
they neared death and was doing this right up
to the day of her death at age 80.

She was a wonderful woman, and this Na-
tion is a better place today because of the
love and kindness she gave to so many.

Sam Brown, a friend of mine, wrote a great
article about Nancy Kerr for the August 27 edi-
tion of The Knoxville News-Sentinel.

| would like to call this article to the attention
of my colleagues and other readers of the
RECORD.

NURSES’S WORLD WAR II WORK LAID
FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE HOSPICE CARE
(By Sam Brown)

It could have been a Hollywood movie.

She was a young, stunningly beautiful
English nurse who cared for wounded British
and American troops in World War II. Sev-
eral dying soldiers called her an angle. Some
said she looked like Katharine Hepburn. She
was 18 and a student nurse when Allied
forces stormed the beaches of Normandy,
France. She remembers D-Day well, com-
forting many wounded and dying soldiers
who were brought back from the front lines.
After the war, she married Jim Kerr of Knox-
ville after saying she would never marry an
American. She became the first hospice
nurse in the state of Tennessee.

This is not a Hollywood script. It is the
story of Nancy Wilkie Kerr.

She was born near Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, where she spoke Malay and Chinese be-
fore she learned English. Kerr was 13 in
Southhampton, England, when World War II
started. She lived through German bombing

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

raids and recalled when three British Spit-
fires flew up to meet 20 German bombers.
The air raid sirens and the screams of the
wounded were etched in her memory. She
wanted to help, so she became a nurse. Dur-
ing the war, she worked 12-hour shifts for six
weeks and got two days off. Kerr once said,
‘I look in the face of death every day.”

It was invaluable experience for what was
ahead in her life.

In 1979, Kerr helped establish the first hos-
pice program at Fort Sanders Hospital. It
was also the first program of its kind in Ten-
nessee.

I was anchoring television news for Chan-
nel 6 in 1979 and heard about the hospice pro-
gram. It intrigued me. I had never heard of
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, who founded the con-
cept in England. Hospice is a medieval term
meaning a stopping-off point for weary trav-
elers.

In 1969, Kubler-Ross wrote the book ‘‘On
Death and Dying.” She presented the
premise that the terminally ill go through
various stages from denial to acceptance as
death closes in. Hospice allows them to face
death with dignity. Hospice tries first and
foremost to relieve pain with medication, to
prepare the patient for death both mentally
and physically and, if possible, to let the pa-
tient die peacefully at home.

Kerr felt the terminally ill should not die
in a sterile hospital room. In a span of 25
years, she comforted more than 500 families
as their loved ones went through the stages
of death with dignity. Shortly after the
Knoxville program started, I did a two-part
TV series on hospice with Kerr.

She told me, ‘“You become a definite part
of each family with which you work. Of
course you get emotionally involved, but we
try to aim for what we call a ‘good death’
where they are tranquil and accepting. No
joyous or euphoric but rather accepting.”’

Kerr died in May at the age of 80, just be-
fore her death, she was still doing what she
did best—nursing the sick and terminally ill.
And comforting their families. The tributes
poured in at her funeral.

Patty Loveday wrote in the guest book,
‘“‘She helped us through two long months of
Mother’s illness. We could never have
brought Mother home without her. She was
truly a wonderful nurse. We felt like she was
part of the family,”

Nancy’s number three son, Chris and his
wife, Karen, carry on her legacy with their
company. Tender Hearts Support Services,
which provides companionship for the elder-
ly with a hospice approach. ‘“We are trying
to keep Mother’s mission alive. She was
truly a remarkable woman,’”’ Chris Kerr said.

Ironically, Nancy Kerr did not die in a hos-
pice environment. On the afternoon of May 1,
2006, she was killed instantly in an auto acci-
dent on Alcoa Highway.

A friend at her funeral perhaps said it best.
‘‘Heaven has gained a new angel.”

———

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SARCOXIE, MISSOURI

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 175th anniversary of the City of
Sarcoxie, located in Jasper County, Missouri.

The region where Sarcoxie is located was
acquired by the United States as part of the
Louisiana Purchase in 1803. One of the first
known inhabitants of the area was Chief
Sarcoxie, head of the Turtle Band of the Dela-
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ware Tribe of Indians. Thackery Vivion be-
came the first permanent settler to Jasper
County when he built a log cabin and began
farming near Sarcoxie Spring in 1831, and
Sarcoxie soon became the first town in Jasper
County. Gene Taylor, who served in the
United States House of Representatives from
1973 until 1989, was born near Sarcoxie, and
the Gene Taylor Library and Museum is lo-
cated on the town square.

| am proud to congratulate the City of
Sarcoxie and its citizens on the 175th anniver-
sary of this historic city.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
was absent from Washington on Wednesday,
September 6, 2006. As a result, | was not re-
corded for rollcall votes Nos. 427, 428, and
429. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall Nos. 427, 428, and 429.

HONORING ALAN BROCKMAN
HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize a distinguished American
and constituent, Mr. Alan Brockman, for a suc-
cessful career and a lifetime of public service
exemplified by unwavering dedication to the
Fire Island community along the south shore
of Long Island.

Throughout his legal career, Alan has been
a respected attorney and partner of the New
York City law firm, Blank Rome, located in the
Chrysler Building. With equal diligence and
commitment, he has served Long lIsland resi-
dents as president of the Fire Island Pines
Property Owners Association for the past
twenty-four years, following six years as treas-
urer.

Alan’s impeccable reputation and strong ties
with local, state and federally elected officials
have contributed to a record of exemplary rep-
resentation of the Pines and effective leader-
ship on behalf of the interests of its residents.
For over forty years, Alan has opened his
home to residents and friends of the Pines.
Today, he enjoys traveling the world but con-
tinues to call the Pines home, where he will al-
ways be affectionately known as “the mayor,”
a title he has earned for dramatically improv-
ing the quality of life on Fire Island, where
property values have nearly doubled as a re-
sult of his advocacy and hard work.

Alan’s commitment to Long Island and the
Fire Island Pines is also made evident by his
numerous responsibilities, affiliations, friends,
and titles, including sixteen years directing the
Fire Island Association. His efforts have al-
ways been focused toward making the Pines
a better place to call home, and that is exactly
where Alan’s loyalty and his heart remain.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent con-
stituents and civic leaders like Alan who work
tirelessly to make our communities more liv-
able and enjoyable. | am proud to congratulate
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Alan Brockman for a long and distinguished
career, and on behalf of New York’s First Con-
gressional District and indeed all of Long ls-
land, | wish him continued success in his fu-
ture endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, on Wednesday, September 6, 2006,
| was unavoidably detained due to a prior obli-
gation.

Had | been present and voting, | would have
voted as follows:

(1) Rollcall No. 427 “yea” (H.R. 2808).

(2) Rollcall No. 428 “yea” (H. Res. 605).

(3) Rollcall No. 429 “yea” (H. Res. 875).

———

HONORING JUKE VAN OSS ON 55
YEARS OF BROADCASTING ON
WHTC 1450

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
in honor of Juke Van Oss for 55 years of
broadcasting on WHTC 1450 in Holland, Mich.
On Aug. 12, Juke celebrated 55 years of serv-
ice to the station and his community.

Juke began his career in radio during World
War 1l on the Pacific, Front, transporting a
radio for his infantry troop and transmitting
codes. When the war ended, he returned
home and continued to foster his interest in
radio, obtaining his amateur license and later
securing a job as a radio engineer for WHTC
at 27 years old.

It was not until one morning that the an-
nouncer failed to arrive on time that Juke was
able to sit at the microphone. An instant favor-
ite of listeners, Van Oss began hosting his
own morning show, and for the past 45 years
he has hosted “Talk of the Town.” Juke has
become a household name and a local celeb-
rity in the Holland area through his years be-
hind the mic at WHTC.

When Juke started broadcasting in 1951,
the United Nations headquarters officially
opened in New York, “l Love Lucy” debuted
on CBS and Bobby Thomson of the New York
Giants hit the “Shot Heard 'Round the World”
game-winning home run against the Brooklyn
Dodgers to win the National League pennant.

Mr. Van Oss is not only a radio personality,
but a community servant. He has served as a
member of the Saugatuck Schools Board of
Education and Village Council, including three
years as Mayor, as well as President of the
Chamber of Commerce and a seat on the Re-
gion 8 Criminal Justice Planning Council.

Mr. Speaker, please let it be known that on
this Sept. 7, 2006, that the U.S. House of
Representatives acknowledges the achieve-
ments of Mr. Van Oss and wishes him the
best in his upcoming years of broadcast.
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BEAM ME UP
HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, let me get
this straight: The Bush administration won't let
the democratically elected President of Tai-
wan, a staunch aly and longtime friend of the
United States, so much as stop to fill his air-
plane with gas in Alaska.

Yet they didn’'t hesitate to issue a visa to
Muhammad Khatami, the former President of
Iran—a country the U.S. has classified as a
state sponsor of terrorism for nearly the last
30 years.

What can we expect next from the Rocket
Scientists at State Department Mr. Speaker?

Fidel Castro throwing out the first pitch at
the next Yankee game?

Kim Jong | spending the weekend at
Disneyland?

Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir giving
a guest lecture on human rights at Cal-Berk-
ley?

Hugo Chavez playing a round of golf at
Army Navy?

As our old friend used to say Mr. Speaker—
Beam Me Up.

IMMIGRATION REFORM

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, in my lifetime, no
issue has so disturbed our domestic tranquility
than immigration reform.

Thanks to the leadership of this House, the
American people are convinced we have a se-
rious problem with illegal immigration and the
American people know the Senate bill granting
amnesty to 12M illegal immigrants is not the
answer.

There are many ideas of how we can move
forward. Senator KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON of
Texas and | have proposed a compromise that
would:

—put border security first and reject am-
nesty;

—after 2 years of border security only, our
plan would set up a new guest worker pro-
gram using American employment firms out-
side the United States;

—illegal immigrants would be required to
leave the country and apply at these Ellis Is-
land Centers by submitting to a background
check and health screening before being
issued a 2-year guest worker visa. They also
would have to pass an English course to
renew it; and

—tough employer sanctions would drive
companies and employees into this new sys-
tem.

Pence-Hutchison puts border security first,
and once that is accomplished, it creates a
new guest worker program outside the United
States without amnesty and without creating a
new federal bureaucracy.

Some in Congress think we have done
enough. | believe we must do more. Even in
this contentious election year, the American
people expect us to “be strong, courageous
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and do the work” they elected this Congress
to do.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE BRAVERY OF
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY SHER-
IFF DEPUTIES JOE MAGEE AND
COREY JACKSON

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, July 12, 2006, the swift, deter-
mined and heroic actions of Northampton
County Sheriffs Deputy Joe Magee and
Northampton County Sheriff's Deputy Corey
Jackson preserved the peace and protected
the citizens of our community in eastern North
Carolina.

During the incident, Deputy Joe Magee, a
28-year law enforcement veteran, and Deputy
Corey Jackson, a 3'2-year veteran of the
sheriff's department, bravely took control of an
enraged, armed suspect in the courtroom of
the Northampton County Courthouse.

Facing a charge of murder, the suspect flew
into a rage when Superior Court Judge Alma
L. Hinton rejected a request to dismiss his
lawyer. Despite being shackled, the suspect
managed to wrestle a gun from a nearby state
correction officer and fired shots.

Deputy Corey Jackson forced the suspect’s
arms toward the ceiling after a corrections offi-
cer was struck by a bullet in the shoulder and
Deputy Joe Magee shot the inmate in the ab-
domen, ending the threat.

These decisive, heroic and selfless actions
preserved the lives of those present and met
the highest call of duty. It is my privilege today
to commend the officers for their outstanding
efforts and for acts of courage and quick think-
ing that saved the lives of the people they are
sworn to protect.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of
Northampton County, North Carolina, whom it
is my privilege to represent, and on behalf of
the United States Congress, it is my honor to
recognize and thank Deputy Joe Magee and
Deputy Corey Jackson. Their tireless dedica-
tion and exceptional bravery serve our com-
munity and our Nation well.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN TIP-
PETS, NEWLY ELECTED DIREC-
TOR ON THE BOARD OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNIONS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2006

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize John Tippets, the president and
CEO of American Airlines Federal Credit
Union, located in Dallas-Fort Worth on his
election to the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Association of Federal Credit Unions
(NAFCU). John has been an advocate for fed-
eral credit unions for over 15 years at the
state and local level.

I know John will serve with distinction in his
new post, as this is just one more in a long
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